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WELCOME

Welcome to Bexley Middle School, home of the Lions!  
The Bexley Middle SchoolÕs emphasis on fundamentals, 
insistence on the highest levels of academic achievement 
and focus on the growth of each child provide students 
with the strongest foundation, not only in academics, but 
also in character and values.

We are providing this handbook to parents and their chil-
dren to promote a common basis for understanding the 
organization and operation of the Bexley Middle School.  
Parents are encouraged to read and discuss the topics in 
this handbook with their children.  Knowledge of the 
contents should be most helpful to students, to parents, 
and to all who are concerned with the education of our 
young people. 

We in Bexley are proud of our schools.  Parent support 
of Bexley schools is a tradition.  We believe that school 
experiences should be rewarding for both the student 
and the parents.  You are cordially invited to visit our 
schoolÕs web page at www.bexleyschools.org and/or call 
the school at 237-4277 for information at any time or to 
offer suggestions.  Academic achievement and success 
(in a friendly, caring, and nurturing environment) is our 
goal for each student. LetÕs work together to be success-
ful in our middle school experience!

Sincerely,

Harley Williams
Harley R. Williams, Jr.
Principal

MIDDLE SCHOOL STAFF DIRECTORY

 Note:  Bold = Team Leader 

 Team 7th Grade:   
 Linda Kelley  Darla Morris
 Beth Jax  Natalie Mroz
 Janeen Kimble Peg Engelhardt
     Ellen Miller
    Debra Ludovico
    Dan Jax

 Team 8th Grade:   
 Nancy Levering Chevy Sidel
 Dave Sanders Pam Connell
 Jennie Tober  Steve Podlasiak
    Iphigenia Hasara  
    Michelle Rowley-Welsch
    Nate Maier

 Integrated Studies Team: 
 Alex Jordan
 Andy Johnson
 Sandra Crandall 
 Susan Wiechart-White
 Jeff Landis
 Chris Melville

 Educational Aides 
 Willis Brown
 Maggie Koons
 
 Library  
 Linda Douglas, Librarian  
 Karen Levine, Library Aide 

 Administration and Staff 
 Harley Williams, Principal

 Carrie Washburn, Counselor

 John Bosse, Psychologist

 Traci Bryant, Psychologist

 Catherine Burns, Joann Spain, Nurses

 Mary Yoli, Secretary

 Michelle Brunetto, Secretary
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General Information

Enrollment . . . 312 Students in grades seven and eight.
Staff . . . 25 classroom teachers, 1 counselor, 1 principal.
Yearbook . . . The Cub
Parent Newsletter . . . posted on the School’s WEB 
Page during the Þrst week of each month.  Parents may 
request a copy be mailed to them by contacting the 
school secretary at 237-4277.
 
REGULAR BELL SCHEDULE

 7:40 A.M. Doors Open
 7:50-9:17 1st Period
 9:17-9:22 A.M. Announcements
 9:26-10:53 2nd Period
 10:53-10:54 OfÞce PA Announcements
 10:54-11:24  3rd Period (lunch)
 11:27-11:57 3rd Period (Activity Period)
 12:00-1:27 4th Period
 1:31-2:13 5th Period (Announcements 2:09)
 2:17-2:59 6th Period (Announcements 2:55)
 2:59-3:00 OfÞce PA Announcements

LATE DAYS  
(generally the second Tuesday of each month)

 September 8  December 8 March 2 (1st Tues)
 October 13   January 12 April 13 
 November 10  February 9 May 18 (3rd Tues)

LATE DAY 

 7:30-8:40 Professional Development
 8:40-8:50 Students enter
 8:50-10:07 1st Period 
 10:07-10:12 Annoucements
 10:16-10:53 2nd Period  (First half of period)
 10:53-10:54 OfÞce PA Announcements
 10:54-11:30  3rd Period  (lunch)
  No Activity Period
 11:33-12:13  3rd Period  (Second half of period)
 12:17-1:34  4th Period
 1:38-2:16  5th Period (Announcements 2:09)
 2:20-2:58  6th Period (Announcements 2:55)
 2:58-3:00 OfÞce PA Announcements

BEXLEY MIDDLE SCHOOL FIGHT SONG

CÕmon letÕs Þght and win for BMS,
We will always strive to do our best.
We have the spirit, courage, loyalty,
And we are out to reach our goal, A Victory. 

C’mon let’s give three cheers for blue and gold,
Our winning colors ßying strong and bold.
Whether we win or lose,
We’ll always rule, always rule,
At Bexley Middle School

 

The Academic Program

LANGUAGE ARTS
The language arts curriculum focuses on the develop-

ment of communication skills through the integration 
of reading, writing, speaking, listening, thinking, and 
observing.

Seventh and eighth grade language arts classes will 
meet for 84 minutes every other day. This is the same as 
all other academic content areas at the middle school. In 
addition the middle school will offer enrichment mini-
courses, currently scheduled during SGI. These will 
be open to any student expressing interest in the topic. 
These will be offered for different lengths of time, and 
different days of the week. The speciÞc content or over-
all focus will dictate the exact schedule. Topics include 
Future City Competition; writing and reading circles; 
creative writing; social justice issues; problem solving 
skills and strategies–in the context of math and science; 
art and photography (independent study). A more de-
tailed description of tentative mini-course offerings can 
be found on the next page.

In seventh grade, language arts embraces a holistic 
approach to teaching effective communication skills.  
Students develop individual, organizational, study, 
and critical thinking skills through individual learning 
styles, cooperative learning, discussion, and teacher-di-
rected activities.  Through their literature book, novels, 
and numerous resource materials, students are exposed 
to multi-cultural experiences and become aware of vari-
ous ways language can be used to express diverse ideas.  
By writing Þction, nonÞction, and poetry, students 
express their own ideas and reÞne those ideas through 
the writing process:  selecting, collecting, connecting, 
and correcting.  An interdisciplinary reference text, 
which stresses the fundamental principles of grammar 
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and usage as applied to writing, guides and encourages 
independent learning.

Eighth-grade language arts continues with the devel-
opment of communication skills.  Students study and 
analyze multi-cultural literature:  novels both modern 
and classic, short stories, nonÞction, plays, and poetry.  
There is an emphasis on the progressive development 
of writing techniques which broaden vocabulary and 
strengthen grammar and spelling skills.  Writing in-
cludes  writing of experiences, story writing, letter writ-
ing, essay test writing, and organized paragraph writing 
(persuasive, descriptive, narrative, and expository).  In 
preparation for the tenth-grade proÞciency test, students 
respond to prompts; this practice writing is evaluated 
holistically based on a writing rubric.  An understand-
ing of audience for their writing enables students to 
recognize the different ways they must learn to control 
written language.

Through GATE classes the same language arts cur-
riculum will be followed and differentiation will occur 
in these ways:

 ¥ looking for patterns
 ¥ abstract thinking
 ¥ in-depth exploration of the content
 ¥  minimal repetitions and shorter reviews
 ¥  making connections to the larger context
 ¥ developing the studentÕs understanding 
  of giftedness
 ¥ complexityÐanalysis, similarities and  

    differences
 ¥ learning to be in charge of their own learning
 ¥ emphasis on meta-cognition
 ¥ developing a personal point of view

The language arts component of the services will 
be based on the state standards, and learning will be 
differentiated to assure maximum learning opportuni-
ties for these students with expectations for advanced 
responses.

Tentative Mini-Course Offerings

Future City Competition 
(Social Studies/Science/Math/Language Arts/Art)

 
¥ Description: The Future City Competition al-
lows students the opportunity to combine cognitive 
and creative talents. Participants will develop skills 
involving engineering principles, an understanding 
of the basic components of urban design, computer 
knowledge, model building, and language arts and 

aesthetic applications to create, construct, and pres-
ent a city of the future.
¥ Requirements: Students will be responsible for 
developing an understanding of what cities need 
to serve societies, how engineering helps facilitate 
the construction and design of an effective city, use 
SimCity 3000 to create a virtual city, work as a team 
with an engineer guiding their understanding, write 
an essay and abstract (as described in the FCC rule 
book), construct a model of a representative portion 
of their city, and make an oral presentation for evalu-
ation.
¥ QualiÞcations: Students should meet the follow-
ing criteria: 1) Show an interest in basic engineering 
principles and their applications; 2) Be willing to 
accept responsibilities as a member of a team; 3) Be 
committed to developing the project from abstract 
ideas grounded in research to physical completion to 
presentation; 4) Be willing to share their reasoning 
and processing of this project in two verbal formats 
(written and oral) as well as detailed physical model.
¥ Evaluation: Evaluations may vary and may 
include the following: 1) Self-assessment; 2) Class-
room credit; 3) Informal feedback from peers and 
community; 4) Evaluation in the state and national 
competition itself.
¥  Timeline: September through February; three 
times per week (extensive additional time needed 
outside the school).

Literature and Writing Circles
(Language Arts)

¥ Description: Students and teacher will col-
laborate to construct studies of a variety of literary 
forms, analyzing texts from diverse perspectives and 
creating original pieces of writing. With an empha-
sis on critical and creative thinking, students will 
focus on the power of the written word from both a 
cultural and a personal perspective.
¥ Requirements: Students will be required to read 
a variety of texts, share their interpretations of the 
writings, and create their own writing to share with 
their peers.
¥ QualiÞcations: Students should display an 
enthusiasm for reading and writing, have a basic 
mastery of writing conventions, accept responsibility 
for extra assignments, and be willing to risk sharing 
their own personal writing in a constructively critical 
setting.
¥ Evaluations: Assessment will be on-going 



4

throughout the course through peer and teacher 
conferences; in addition, assessment may extend 
to evaluation in a competitive setting if texts are 
submitted to competitions (e.g., Scholastic  Writing 
Awards, OCTELA, NCTEÕs Promising Writers, etc.)
¥ Timeline: November through April (once a week)

Social Justice Issues 
(Social Studies/Political Science)

¥ Description: Students will examine and discuss 
issues related to social inequities from historical 
through current time periods. From this knowledge 
base, students will focus (independently and/or col-
laboratively) on potential areas of social action.
¥ Requirements:  Students will search for reliable 
sources, share these resources with group members, 
critically analyze and evaluate their resources, and 
articulate a reasonable conclusion to their Þndings. 
Conclusions will be shared through oral and writ-
ten formats. Formulation of a related social action 
proposal may also result. 
¥ QualiÞcations: Students should display sensitiv-
ity to the imbalance of justice and injustice through-
out the world, be willing to spend time researching 
social justice issues, and be committed to sharing 
their Þndings in a coherent, purposeful project or 
product.
¥ Evaluations: Assessment will be on going 
throughout the course through discussion; in ad-
dition, assessment may extend to peer and outside 
evaluation through a social action project.
¥  Timeline: October Ð (Once a week)

Strategies in Problem Solving
(Math, Science, Social Studies)

¥ Description: Students will share and develop 
multiple strategies to solving a range of problems 
from games (e.g., chess) to mysteries to mathemat-
ics.
¥ Requirements: Students will participate (inde-
pendently and in groups) in problem-solving situa-
tions, develop potential solutions, analyze the solu-
tions and their ramiÞcations, explain the reasoning 
behind the solutions, and be prepared to defend their 
solutions.
¥ QualiÞcations: Students should be willing to 
develop, risk and propose multiple solutions; to 
understand the value of critical analysis; to approach 
problem solving as a collaborative effort, and to be 

able to tolerate frustration related to ambiguity.
¥ Evaluations: Assessment will be on going 
throughout the course through discussion; in addi-
tion, assessment may focus on a self-evaluation of 
personal growth in problem solving abilities.
¥ Timeline: January through May (Once a week) 

Art and Photography Independent Projects 
(Art; Science; Social StudiesÐdepending on subject mat-
ter and goal of contracts)

¥ Description: Students will select a focus area in 
art and /or photography, research basic skills and 
concepts related to the area, and complete an inde-
pendent project as described in a contract agreement.
¥ Requirements: Students will develop an indepen-
dent project that serves to extend their understanding 
and skills related to an art/photography focus area.  
Based on an independent contract that includes goals 
and objectives, materials, a timeline, products and 
indicators of success, students are required to com-
plete this project in a responsible manner. 
¥ QualiÞcations: Students should exhibit a passion 
for the focus area, have demonstrated some degree 
of artistic/aesthetic talent and awareness, and be 
willing to commit to follow the contract to comple-
tion.
¥ Evaluations: Assessment will be described in 
contract. Assessment may also include evaluation by 
judges if any of the pieces are submitted to a compe-
tition (e.g., Scholastic Art Awards) and/or exhibited 
in a public setting.
¥ Timeline: Contracts for the independent projects 
will be created from September through October. 
Individual timelines will be set within each indepen-
dent contract.

Poetry Jam
(Language Arts/Performance)

¥ Description: Students will read and create a va-
riety of poetic forms from Samurai Death Poems to 
free verse.
¥  Requirements: Students will discuss and analyze 
published poetry, create an anthology of their own 
poetry, and share some of their work with others 
through personal or shared performances. 
¥ QualiÞcations: Students should demonstrate a 
willingness to experiment with words, their rhythms 
and sounds in order to grow in their ability to pro-
duce and perform poetry for a variety of audiences.
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¥ Evaluations: The nature of Poetry Jam is that 
pieces will be performed publicly, and evaluations of 
these pieces will be by judges in the audience. Ad-
ditional assessments may occur through peer group 
performances, student-teacher conferences, self-
analyses, and through publication and participation 
in competitions.
¥  Timeline: Poetry Jams will be held once a month, 
but sessions to create and share poetry to peers and 
teacher may be scheduled at least once a week.

SOCIAL STUDIES
In the seventh grade, the study of world history and 

geography continues with an examination of social, 
cultural, and technological change mostly during the 
period A.D. 500-1789.  A review unit of the ancient 
world (6th grade) includes a study of the fall of the Ro-
man Empire and the rise of the Byzantine Empire.  The 
study then moves to the growth of Islam, a rising force 
in the medieval world;  the development of the sub-
Saharan empires of Africa;  moves eastward to compare 
the civilizations of China and Japan during the Middle 
Ages;  compares feudal Europe and Japan;  studies the 
turbulent age of the Renaissance, Reformation, and 
the ScientiÞc Revolution;  moves to early American 
civilizations and concludes with the European rule and 
expansion and the Enlightenment and the start of the 
modern world.

Throughout seventh grade social studies, we will use 
current events to not only make connections with world 
history but to also give our students the opportunity 
to keep up with our ever-changing world.  Citizenship 
knowledge and skills will be emphasized throughout the 
year.

Eighth-grade social studies covers history in North 
America from the Pre-Columbian (1492) Period until 
the end of Reconstruction (1877). This course uses 
the text book series A History of US by Joy Hakim to 
review Native American/First Nations cultures existing 
in the Western Hemisphere long before the European 
presence. This course discusses theories on the migra-
tion of Ancient American peoples across the Bering 
Land Bridge and discusses their various histories and 
cultures. The course highlights Spanish, English, and 
French conquests and settlements, as well as the settle-
ments of the Dutch, Portuguese, and other nations. 
Students will learn about the variety of cultures which 
converge  (European, Native, and African) to make up 
the Thirteen American Colonies. Students will study 
how various cultures and social classes create the events 
leading up to the American Revolution, the birth of a 

new nation, and the Civil War. The conclusion of the 
course focuses on the aftermath of the Civil War and 
the rebuilding of a nation, both physically and socially, 
and prepares Eighth Grade Students to continue to study 
American History in the tenth grade.

All units are taught with a learn-by-doing approach.  
Projects include debates, simulations, papers, essays, 
speeches, cartoons, historical Þction, and biographies.  
Special attention is given to preparation for the citizen-
ship portion of the Ohio Graduation Test, that students 
will take in the tenth grade.

MATHEMATICS
The middle school mathematics program is based on 

the concepts of the University of Chicago School Math-
ematics Project.  The seventh-grade program reviews 
most basic skills and introduces algebraic, geometric, 
and statistical concepts.  Algebra and pre-algebra are 
course options for the eighth grade.  Both feature ge-
ometry, statistics, and discrete math.  Honors courses at 
each grade level are available for those who require the 
challenge of a faster pace and more in-depth analysis of 
topics.

The history of the concepts and recent develop-
ments in mathematics are included within many of the 
lessons.  Each mathematical idea is studied in detail 
for its applications to real-world situations.  Problem 
solving is emphasized throughout the program, and 
when practiced, becomes far less difÞcult.  Students are 
provided with numerous strategies to help them become 
more independent problem solvers.  Appropriate use of 
technology, whether it is calculators or computers, is 
also integrated into each course.  All lessons contain a 
variety of questions designed to expand these individual 
skills.

Reading is also emphasized so students become able 
to use mathematics outside of school.  Every lesson 
contains questions covering that reading.  Other types of 
questions include applying the mathematics to practice 
the current lesson, review questions to strengthen previ-
ously learned skills, and exploration to extend the topics 
from the lesson.

SCIENCE
The seventh-grade science curriculum is based on 

an Earth Systems approach.  Earth Systems is a holis-
tic, integrated view of the world around us.  Students 
are engaged in studying the environment at the local 
and regional levels.  They discover the characteristics 
of ecosystems from biological, geological, and physi-
cal perspectives.  The focus of the curriculum begins 
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locally and extends regionally, so students learn about 
what is going on in their own back yards (literally and 
Þguratively) and extend what theyÕve learned to the 
Great Lakes region.  Projects are focused on environ-
mental issues and include the effects of human activity 
on the environment.

The eighth grade science curriculum is a logical 
progression and extension of the seventh-grade sci-
ence curriculum.  Earth Systems, a holistic, integrated 
approach to the study of science, is used.  Students use 
aspects of biology, geology, and the physical sciences to 
study their environment and their place in it.  The focus 
begins with local watersheds, then extends to a global 
perspective.  Global environment issues that have local 
implications are investigated.  Students also explore 
how the earth system has changed over time, scales 
ranging from a few tens of years to billions of years.

Methodology in both seventh and eighth grades is 
hands-on, activity-based, group-based, student-centered, 
and uses as much technology as possible.  There are a 
number of Þeld trips throughout the year.

FOREIGN LANGUAGES
The Foreign Language Program of Bexley Middle 

School offers four two-year courses (choices) of study; 
Spanish 7-8, French 7-8, Latin 7-8, and Introduction 
to Spanish 7-8. The two year programs Spanish 7-8, 
French 7-8 and Latin 7-8 are equivalent to the Þrst year 
of a language at the high school level. Upon successful 
completion, these students will be placed in the second 
level of the language in the high school.

The advantage to beginning the language in the 
middle school is that the Þrst year of the language is 
extended over two years. This allows for more practice 
and provides a more solid base for future understanding. 
This also allows the student to take AP Spanish, French, 
or Latin in their senior year. The language program is a 
two year commitment. 

Spanish students will explore the culture of the 
Spanish-speaking world, and learn basic communica-
tion in the Spanish I course.  Spanish I will emphasize 
the skills of reading, writing, listening, and speaking in 
the present.  The course covers themes such as introduc-
ing and describing self and others, friends and family, 
a typical school week, schedules of sports and leisure 
activities, shopping for clothing and food, animals, and 
weather conditions.  Grammar and vocabulary are stud-
ied to achieve course objectives.  Students will complete 
the Spanish I course over two years, in grades 7 and 8.  
They may begin Spanish II as a freshman.

French emphasizes listening, speaking, reading, 

writing, and culture.  The course includes acquisi-
tion of basic vocabulary and grammar incorporated in 
dialogues and reading selections which develop culture, 
geography, and history of countries where the language 
is spoken.

Latin presents the grammatical structure of the lan-
guage combined with the study of Roman life, history, 
art, and mythology.

The Introduction to Spanish course is designed to 
familiarize students with the  concepts of language 
learning. The course does not cover the same material, 
amount of material or sequence as Spanish I. The stu-
dents who take this course will go into the Þrst year of a 
language in the high school. 

Thus, the middle school foreign language program 
enhances the elementary learning and prepares for 
future learning.

LEARNING CENTER
The Learning Center is for students with special edu-

cation needs who have been identiÞed through a formal, 
multi-factored evaluation.  In this class students take 
language arts and/or math.  Most frequently  the regular 
curriculum is taught, lessons and instructional strategies 
are modiÞed and adjusted to meet individual needs.  An 
alternative curriculum is provided when necessary to 
meet IEP objectives.

 

The Integrated Studies Program

Fine arts, music, human ecology, technology, health 
education and physical education form the integrated 
studies.   The integrated studies offer middle school stu-
dents the opportunity to develop skills for life.  All areas 
promote a healthy, meaningful lifestyle, whether it be 
physically, artistically, or technologically.  All students 
are provided opportunities to explore each area of study.  
For some students, the middle school integrated studies 
program may be their only formal instruction in these 
areas; others may Þnd new interests and elect to pursue 
those areas in high school.  Students rotate through 
these classes over the course of the year.

FINE ARTS
The Þne arts course is a two-year program with stu-

dents meeting for Þve weeks in both seventh and eighth 
grades.  The Þne arts curriculum provides an environ-
ment where students can express artistic abilities,  rec-
ognize artistic achievements from a variety of societies 
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past and present, and develop their creative thinking.  
Students work with a variety of materials and tools in 

the areas of drawing, painting, ceramics, sculpture and 
design.  They  examine art works by viewing visuals, 
reading about the history of art, and utilizing technology 
to create art.  Students will learn to recognize and un-
derstand art vocabulary, art aesthetics, and the analysis 
of artworks.

FAMILY AND CONSUMER SCIENCES
The family and consumer science course is a two-

year program.  Students meet on alternate days for  Þve 
weeks in both the seventh and eighth grades.  The theme 
of the course is ÒWork and Family Life.Ó  The goal is to 
prepare youth for the work of the family, empowering 
them to take action for the well-being of self and others 
in the home, school, and community.  

Students will address the following questions 
throughout the course:  What should I do about creating 
a self identity?  What should I do about relating to oth-
ers?  What should I do about managing my resources?  
What should I do about becoming independent?

Students  focus on school as their work and focus on 
the tools needed to do a good job at school and to be 
responsible at home.  Topics are decision making, man-
aging resources, creating a positive self-concept, career 
exploration, and learning about the activities that lead to 
independent living.

Middle school years are a time of exploration.  Stu-
dents are not expected to be highly skillful at tasks not 
previously attempted.  Therefore, emphasis is placed on 
willingness to try, use of class time, and cooperativeness 
in class.

TECHNOLOGY EDUCATION
Technology education is a two-year program with 

classes meeting for Þve weeks each year.  Computer 
hardware and software applications are a main focus of 
the course.  Students work with computer components 
to create documents and presentations for other classes.  
Communication via e-mail is an integral part of the 
computer systems capabilities.

Video technology is explored through the creation 
of in-house television programs which are broadcast 
throughout the school on closed circuit TV.  Students 
create segments for the program by writing, video tap-
ing, and editing features that focus on school activities.

HEALTH AND PHYSICAL EDUCATION
The Health and Wellness course is a two-year pro-

gram.  Students meet for Þve weeks each year. Physical 
education emphasizes a success-oriented program in 
which individual differences are considered and accom-
modated.

Units taught in middle school physical education 
include the following:  physical Þtness, football, soccer, 
Þeld hockey, lacrosse, tennis, badminton, volleyball, 
basketball, team handball, softball, and track and Þeld.

The health component of this course looks at the total 
physical, mental, emotional, and social well-being of 
the early adolescent which is vital to the development 
of a healthy person.  The focus is on effective decision 
making.  Health  classes meet in grades seven and eight.  
Health education strengthens those health habits that are 
desirable and lead to a healthier lifestyle.

The topics covered in the course include the follow-
ing: child abuse prevention, suicide prevention, coping 
with stress, rape prevention, Þrst aid and safety, family 
living and human sexuality, drug education, nutrition, 
grief and loss, decision making, goal setting, and com-
munication.

MUSIC
All middle school courses are graded using the Bex-

ley Middle School grading scale, and these grades are 
included in calculations for honor roll.

Music Fundamentals
All middle school students will take the music funda-

mentals course both years of middle school. This course 
will be part of the integrated studies rotation that will 
also include art, family consumer science, health, physi-
cal education, and technology. Each component of the 
integrated studies rotation will be a Þve weeks course.

The music fundamentals course will focus on basic 
music literacy skills, and will include movement, sing-
ing, listening, and instrumental activities. Students will 
play in a bell choir, a drum circle, will play autoharp 
and/or guitar, their own band or orchestra instruments 
and may have the opportunity to learn some basic piano 
keyboard skills. It will provide skills that will help sup-
port students who go on to select the Advanced Place-
ment Music Theory Course at Bexley High School as 
well as providing culminating skills for the skills begun 
in elementary general music. As a non-performance 
music course, there are no extra fees, or outside of 
school performances, rehearsals, or intrument rental or 
purchase required. 
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Music Performance Courses
All music performance courses (band, choir, and 

orchestra) have extra requirements. These classes have a 
required uniform, which includes the purchase of a shirt 
that will be less than $20.00. Both instrumental groups 
have the requirement of owning or renting an instru-
ment and providing for the transport of that instrument 
to and from school. All performance classes will include 
individual performances as part a form of assessment 
for grades, and there will be required performances both 
during and outside of the school day. During a typical 
school year, a student will have approxiamately 6-8 
performances outside of the school day. Participation 
in OMEA contest may require the commitment of one 
Saturday.

At the end of the day there will be an elective period. 
Students may choose to be part of the band, the choir, 
the orchestra, a combination of these musical groups, or 
take another rotation of integrated studies (and possibly 
other areas).

Choir
There will be a 7th and 8th grade choir. The size is 

limited to 45 due to the limitations of the size of the 
room. This group will meet daily for 42 minutes. Should 
there be a need to select 45 from those who sign up, the 
following criteria will be used for that selection.

1.  Prompt return of course selection materials.
2.  Grades from previous yearÕs music course.
3. Evaluation from previous yearÕs music teacher.
4. Balance of gender and voice parts.
5. School and music class discipline record.

This choir will address areas of study including mu-
sic reading, aural skills, vocal technique, rehearsal tech-
nique, and presentation skills. A wide variety of canons, 
partner songs and 2 and 3 part compositions provide the 
literature for the course.

Instrumental Music (Band and Orchestra)
The band program has 2 grade level groups, while 

the orchestra has a combined middle school group. Each 
group will meet daily for 42 minutes.  In both groups 
students continue developing skills on their instrument 
as introduced in the elementary level. They gain experi-
ence in large group situations. School and community 
performances provide opportunities to demonstrate ac-
complishments. Middle school provides the Þrst oppor-
tunity to participate in Ohio Music Educators Associa-
tionÕs contests.

Extended Integrated Studies
Just as the course name indicates, Extended Inte-

grated Studies is an option for students that prefer not 
to register for one or more of our Music Performance 
courses. Students opting for this rotation will have the 
opportunity to receive an additional year of instruction 
in the following courses: Technology, Health & Physi-
cal Education, Art, and Family and Consumer Science.  
Students may not select the same Extended Integrated 
course for two consecutive years.

Academic Related Information

SCHEDULING
Almost all middle school courses are required 

courses.  The middle school operates on a nine period 
day with  Þfth period being lunch.  Bexley Middle 
School operates a ßexible A/B block schedule. Under 
this framework, students are scheduled in to classes 
two consecutive forty-two minute periods and meet 
on alternating days throughout the year. Teachers have 
the option to alter this block and meet daily to meet the 
academic needs of the students.

SEVENTH GRADE

A typical seventh grade schedule is the following:

Block 1 Language Arts/Social Studies
Block 2   Mathematics/Science
Block 3 Lunch/Academic Support
Block 4 Art, Health, Technology, Family &   
 Consumer Science/ General Music or   
 Foreign Language
Block 5 Small Group Instruction
Block 6 Music or Extended IS

Notes: 
1. Art, general music, health and wellness, family 

and consumer science, and technology courses are 
scheduled every day for seven weeks and then ro-
tated during the year so that a student explores each 
area.  

2. Small Group Instruction (SGI) time is a ßexible 
period where students may see any of their team of 
teachers for assistance and academic advisement.
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EIGHTH GRADE

A typical eighth grade schedule is the following:

Block 1 Language Arts/Social Studies
Block 2   Mathematics/Science
Block 3 Lunch/Academic Support
Block 4 Art, Health, Technology, Family &   
 Consumer Science/ General Music or   
 Foreign Language
Block 5 Music or Extended IS
Block 6 Small Group Instruction

Notes:
3. Art, general music, health and wellness, family 

and consumer science, and technology courses are 
scheduled every day for twelve weeks and then 
rotated during the year so that a student explores 
each area.  Included in this rotation is a computer 
keyboarding review to further develop speed and 
accuracy when using the computer lab.

4. Small Group Instruction (SGI) is a ßexible period 
where students may see any of their team of teach-
ers for assistance and academic advisement. 

SCHEDULE CHANGES
When students have been scheduled for courses 

and school has begun, they are obligated to pursue the 
course to completion. Schedule changes have a serious 
effect on the equity of the school schedule including 
class size, teacher assignments, and therefore the teach-
ing/learning environment. Teacher recommendations 
and survey tests have been utilized for honors review 
and special courses.  Electives such as band and orches-
tra have been organized around expression of student 
interest. Extenuating circumstances can develop. How-
ever,  since most courses are required and elective and 
special courses communicated to parents long before the 
Þrst day of school,  schedule changes are discouraged 
since they can result in negative school-wide situations. 

It is recognized that because of unusual circumstanc-
es changes sometimes need to be made.  These changes 
may be made up to August 15.

Once the schedules are received, the procedure for 
schedule change requests will be as follows:  

1.  All schedule changes must be submitted in writing 
to a schedule review committee.  Members of the 
committee will be selected by the principal.

2. Any student interested in making a schedule change 

must obtain a Change Request Form from the of-
Þce.

To Drop a Course

1.  Fill in the information indicating name, grade, date, 
the course you desire to drop, and the speciÞc rea-
son that you want to drop the course.

2.  Take the form to the teacher involved and discuss 
the reasons for requesting to drop the course.  The 
teacher is to initial the form to indicate knowledge 
of your request.

3.  Obtain parent signature.
4.  Sign the form.
5.  Return the form to the guidance counselor.

To Add a Course

1.  Fill in the information indicating name, grade, date, 
and courses that you desire to add.

2.  Obtain parent signature.
3.  Sign the form.
4.  Return the form to the guidance counselor.

The student is expected to remain in all originally 
scheduled classes until notiÞed of the review commit-
teeÕs decision.

Changes by the committee will generally be granted 
under certain circumstances such as the following:

1.  A clerical error was made in the schedule.
2.  The teacher and student request a more appropriate 

level of a subject for the student.
3.  Prolonged illness wherein excessive absence makes 

a normal load too heavy.
4. Summer school attendance requires a course level 

change or the replacement of a previously schedule 
class.

5. Courses have been scheduled without proper pre-
requisite. 

Changes are generally not granted under other circum-
stances such as the following:

1. The student does not like the course or the teacher, 
or does not know anyone in the class.

2.  The student is unhappy with the course workload.
3.  The student does not like the time of day the course 

is scheduled.
4.  The student has too many extracurricular activities.
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Requests for dropping a course must be approved 
during the Þrst three weeks with the exception of for-
eign languages.  Foreign language teachers by the sixth 
week of the year will assess students to determine if a 
student is placed in the most appropriate foreign lan-
guage track.

Otherwise, students will be committed to complet-
ing the course.  Dropping a class after these times may 
result in a failing grade on the permanent record.

Thus, students who request changes because they 
do not like the course or teacher, do not know anyone 
in class, are unhappy with the work load, or do not like 
the time of day the course is scheduled will be denied a 
change of schedule.

PRINCIPAL’S AWARD
The PrincipalÕs Award will be presented to all stu-

dents who earn a 4.0 GPA during the quarter and will 
be presented to students at the PrincipalÕs Recognition 
of Excellence Breakfast.  StudentÕs earning a 4.0 during 
the fourth term will receive his/her PrincipalÕs Award 
via the mail.

BEXLEY PRIDE PROGRAM
The purpose of Bexley Pride is to provide posi-

tive recognition each quarter to the good citizens in 
our school.  Good citizens follow school rules, follow 
classroom rules, and show respect for teachers and other 
students.  Students who earn teacher detentions, any 
school detentions, receive a Saturday school or a school 
suspension will forfeit their membership for the quarter. 
These requirements are posted in each room:

 P promptness (no tardiness beyond three free  
 ones each quarter)

 R responsible behavior, follows school rules,  
 good citizen (no teacher or school detentions  
 each quarter)

 I involvement in at least one extracurricular 
  activity at school
 D decent, kind, honest interactions with staff and  

 students (observable)
 E examples of work ethic (over 2.0 GPA, no FÕs)

BEXLEY ROARS PROGRAM
The Roars program is another positive recognition 

program in which staff recognizes exemplary behavior 
and citizenship they observe by a student.  Staff will is-
sue a Roar Coupon to a student who may exchange the 
coupon for ÒgoodsÓ at the Roar Store at the end of each 

quarter.  The criteria are:

 R responsible class attitude/behavior
 O outstanding performance
 A academic achievement and improvement
 R responsible school attitude/behavior

HONOR ROLLS
Students who earn a 3.5 or above G.P.A. with no 

grade lower than a B- for a grading period will be on 
the distinguished honor roll.  A student who earns a 3.0 
or above G.P.A. will be on the honor roll.  Both lists of 
honor students are published in the parent newsletter 
Jottings, and these students are honored quarterly and at 
the end of the year.

PRINCIPAL’S RECOGNITION OF 
EXCELLENCE BREAKFAST

At the completion of each nine-week grading period 
a PRIDE, Honor Roll, and Distinguished Honor Roll 
Breakfast will occur to recognize our student achievers.  
Parents will be invited to participate in our celebration as 
well. This breakfast will take place from 7:20-8:00 a.m.

LAUREL HONOR SOCIETY
The Laurel Honor Society is the Bexley Middle 

School award for scholarship.  Eighth graders who have 
earned a grade point average of 3.5 during the two years 
(seven terms) at Bexley Middle School are eligible for 
membership.  Transfer students must be enrolled at the 
beginning of the eighth grade year to be eligible.

MIDDLE SCHOOL STUDENTS TAKING HIGH 
SCHOOL CLASSES 

Middle School students taking High School courses 
should be aware of he following:

1.  The credit will not count on the middle school  
grade card or be accounted for in his/her middle  
school GPA.

2.  The students will receive a separate report card  
from the high school for the course(s).

3.  The course credit and grade would post on the  
studentÕs high school transcript and GPA.

4.  The studentÕs high school course grade will be  
calculated to determine athletic eligibility.

REQUIREMENT FOR PROMOTION
To be promoted to the next grade, students must pass 
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the academic core subjects including evidence of effort, 
study habits, and academic responsibility by the student, 
which indicates probable success at the next grade level 
based upon his/her potential.  Retention will be consid-
ered, only in instances where there is strong likelihood 
that the student will beneÞt academically, socially, and 
emotionally. 

THE LIBRARY
The library will be open from 7:40 a.m. until 3:20 

p.m. every school day.

Library Passes
1. Students may use the library independently during 

the day.
2. Students who have library passes should Þrst report 

to their scheduled class for attendance, and then 
proceed to the library.

3. Students should come to the library prepared to 
work, bringing all needed supplies with them. Hall 
passes to lockers or back to the classroom is not 
given.

4. Students are expected to work or read quietly while 
in the library. Those who do not work or read 
quietly may be sent back to class. Students may be 
denied library access for inappropriate behavior. 

HOMEWORK
Homework is one school area that deserves a parent’s 

close involvement.  Homework has three purposes – 
prepare, preview, and practice.  It should also be appro-
priate, meaningful, and relevant.  Homework is neces-
sary because teachers don’t have enough time to present 
the lesson and then adequately practice it.  Research 
indicates that high achieving students and schools typi-
cally assign two hours of homework per night in the 
middle school and when properly handled, homework 
helps young people feel motivated to do well in school. 
Studies that show that students that regularly do more 
than six hours of homework a week not only earn higher 
grades, but also experience better mental health and 
have lower involvement with drugs.

The one critical factor in a child’s success in school 
is parent’s involvement.  That is why each teacher posts 
his/her weekly assignments on the middle school’s Web 
page.  Assignments will be posted the Þrst day of each 
week by 3:00 P.M. as long as the district’s server is in 
operation.  Involvement can simply entail a parent ask-
ing if all homework assignments are done.  Parents also 
need to monitor the homework situation to determine 
if the assignment load is appropriate.  If it appears to 

be too much (more than three hours per night) – or too 
little it’s time for parents to contact their child’s teacher 
or team leader.  These expectations for homework in the 
middle school are standards for the average child.  What 
may be an appropriate homework load for most children 
could take twice as long for students that are perfection-
ists, procrastinators, or students with emotional prob-
lems or other challenging conditions.

Parents also must provide a suitable environment.  
Students need a quiet, comfortable, well-lit, place to 
study without distractions.  Make sure your child has 
the necessary “tools” for their assignments – pencils, 
papers, calculators, research resources, etc.  Be avail-
able to help Ð and only help.  It is difÞcult to be the 
facilitator of homework and not the doer of homework.

Above all, send the message that you are watch-
ing and that you care.  In addition to monitoring actual 
homework, make sure your child gets adequate sleep 
each night.  Make it a house rule that homework comes 
before those activities kids love – talking on the phone, 
watching television, play.

SMALL GROUP INSTRUCTION
Since academic success is our top priority, daily time 

is spent on academic advisement.  Students are encour-
aged to see teachers for assistance during this time.    

ACADEMIC STUDY TABLE (AST)
AST is a second chance for students that failed to 

complete their homework that may be employed by the 
faculty.  If a student is missing or presents unacceptable 
work, the student must remain after school that day for 
30 minutes for each assignment that he/she is missing.  
Students should report to room 3145 by 3:05 with all 
necessary materials and begin working.  Students must 
personally deliver their work to their teacher and then 
receive credit for their work.  Students failing to attend 
AST will receive a zero on the assignment.  Parents will 
be notiÞed by the auto-dialer whenever their child has 
been assigned to the AST.

ADVISORY
Additionally, all students are offered the opportunity 

to participate throughout the year in-group sessions led 
by faculty members with the intended outcome of im-
proving student self-esteem and the sharing of common 
student concerns.

Advisory is the linchpin in the middle school move-
ment.  Advisory is an organized group of one adult and 
a small group of students that serves as the student’s 
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Þrst line of afÞliation in our school. Activities focus on 
various levels of caring and are provided to assist stu-
dents to feel accepted and valued by teachers and peers, 
to help develop critical thinking skills through discus-
sion, and to assist in academic planning.

STUDY ISLAND
Since the Study Island state assessment program is 

completely web-based, students can access it from any 
computer with an Internet connection.  Results from 
students study sessions are recorded and made avail-
able to the teachers.  This includes results from sessions 
completed at home.

The program is divided into sections based on a sub-
ject (math, reading, etc.).  Each section is made up of 
10 to 25 topics, which contain about 20 to 25 questions 
each.  Many topics are accomplished by a lesson, which 
includes some brief information about the material cov-
ered by the questions in the topics.  It is helpful to view 
the lesson before answering the questions in the topic.

Follow the instructions, in order to use the program:

1. Load the Internet (AOL, Netscape, Internet Explor-
er, Etc.)

2. Type in the following Web Address: 
 www.studyisland.com

3. Enter your username (Upper left hand corner of 
screen)

 a. First letter of Þrst name then your last name  
 followed by @bexley (Example for Scott  
 Bushman Ð sbushman@bexley)

4. Enter your password (Upper left hand corner of 
screen)

 a. Your password is bexley.
 b. The Þrst time you login, it will ask you   

 to type in your new password.  I would   
 strongly recommend that you change   
 your password.  

5. Click on ÒLoginÓ (Upper left hand corner of screen)

6. Click on the section tab (math, reading, etc) that 
you wish to work on.

7. Click on ÒPretestÓ in order to begin the pretest for 
the section.  You must complete 10 pretest ques-
tions before moving on to the topic in the section.

8. Once you have completed the ÒPretestÓ, you may 
work through the remainder of the topics in any 
order you like.  You must ÒpassÓ all topics before 

taking the ÒPost TestÓ.

9. To pass a topic you must satisfy the groupÕs pass-
ing requirements (which are based on a minimum 
number of questions answered - usually 10) and a 
minimum percentage correct (around 70%).  A blue 
ribbon icon is displayed next to all passed topics.

10. Once you have passed all the topics in the section, 
you have to pass the ÒPost TestÓ for the section be-
fore the section is complete. Ignore this step if the 
section has no ÒPost TestÓ.

11. When you pass all topics in all sections, you have 
completed the program and will be well prepared to 
take the State ProÞciency Test.

Note:  If the games do not work, you will need to 
download and install a new version of Java.  The 
following directions will step you through down-
loading and installing Java:

1.  If you have a computer with Microsoft Windows on 
it:

 a.  Load the Internet (AOL, Netscape, Internet  
 Explorer, Etc.)

 b.  Type in the following Web Address:    
 http://www.java.com/en/download/manual.jsp

   i.  For download instructions, click on the  
  Instructions Link next to Windows  
  ii. To Download Java, click on Download    
  Link next to Windows (Installation).

2.  If you have a Macintosh Computer:
 a.  Load the Internet (AOL, Netscape, Internet  

 Explorer, Etc.)    
 b.  Type in the following Web Address:    

 http://www.apple.com/macosx/features/java/

REPORT CARDS
Students receive a report card four times each school 

year. The parent at a scheduled conference picks up 
report cards for the Þrst grading period.  The second and 
third grading periods report cards are sent home with 
the students. The fourth and Þnal grade card for the year 
is mailed home.

INTERIM REPORTS
Bexley Middle School has a powerful tool to com-

municate with parents and students called Powerschool.  
Powerschool is a student information system that allows 
parents, with internet access and a password, to moni-
tor their studentÕs school records and classroom grades. 
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(Please notify the ofÞce if you did not receive a letter 
assigning you an initial password.) Halfway through 
each grading period teachers will post updated grades to 
serve as an interim report.  If you prefer that an interim 
report be mailed home for each term, please contact the 
building secretary to Þle your request.

Please remember that teachers cannot keep grades 
on Powerschool updated in real time.  Our teachers will 
post grades on Powerschool after they have returned the 
work/assessment back to the students.

THE GRADING SYSTEM
The academic grade interpretation is as follows:

Excellent  Below Average
A= 4.0  D+=1.3
A-= 3.7  D=1.0
   D-=0.7
Good
B+=3.3  Failure
B=3.0  F=0.0
B-=2.7
   I = Incomplete
Average  S = Satisfactory
C+=2.3  N = Needs Improvement
C=2.0  U = Unsatisfactory
In addition to the report card and interims, confer-

ences are often arranged between parents, teaching 
teams, guidance counselor and principal. It is important 
that each student understand that several factors in addi-
tion to poor class work may cause grades to be low. Any 
student who Þnds that grades are not what they would 
like them to be should check their study habits and seek 
help from the teachers. Parents wishing to initiate a con-
ference with the teaching team can do so by contacting 
your studentÕs homeroom teacher or Team Leader.

OPPORTUNITIES TO LEARN: 
“SECOND CHANCE”

The purpose of the ÒSecond ChanceÓ opportunities 
is to create systemic interventions for all students that 
promote learning and understanding.  This practice 
requires teachers to ask students to Attend Academic 
Support (offered during the Lunch/Activity Period) for 
reteaching if they do not demonstrate mastery (less than 
70%) on end of unit assessments.  If students decline, 
to attend, then parents are notiÞed and informed of the 
studentÕs choice.  Teachers decide when the student has 
put forth the necessary work required to earn the privi-

lege of reassessment.  Teacher discretion will determine 
how the grade is recorded but at a minimum Òsecond 
chanceÓ mastery will result in a letter grade of a ÒC.Ó

Just as we donÕt accept failure on assessments, we 
donÕt accept poor performance or a failure to complete 
as an acceptable response on homework.  Students that 
come to class without accurate or completed homework 
will initially be encouraged (not required) to attend time 
outside of class, usually 30 minutes, to serve as a con-
sequence for not having the work accurately completed. 
Teachers may opt to utilize, but are not limited to, 
Academic Support or Academic Study Table as a conse-
quence.  Academic Study Table meets daily from 3:15 
to 3:45. Once the student has served the consequence, 
teachers will accept the late homework and assign grade 
based on the accuracy of the work.

NOTE:  Academic Support and Academic Study Table 
are available everyday to all students.

If invited students do not attend Academic Support or 
Academic Study Table or are relying on this interven-
tion too often, an Academic/Behavior Plan will be cre-
ated to replace the barriers that are detracting learning 
and replace them with supports that promote learning.

Extracurricular Opportunities 
and Procedures

Participation in extracurricular activities is a privi-
lege, dependent upon a studentÕs interests and abilities 
and willingness to observe rules that are applicable to 
participation in that activity.  Accordingly, each coach 
or advisor shall reduce to writing rules applicable to the 
activity, shall communicate them to participants, and Þle 
a copy with the principal.  Students who violate activity 
or school rules risk denial of participation. Such rules 
include the provision that students must not be absent 
any part of the day due to illness to participate in activi-
ties that evening.

ACTIVITIES

IntramuralsÐÐA complete program of intramural 
activities is provided during the noon period throughout 
the year.  Students compete by homeroom in various ac-
tivities such as volleyball, basketball, matball, wifßeball 
and kickball.  Intercom announcements list schedules, 
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scores, and tournaments.  Homeroom champions are 
recognized.

The BeaconÐÐThe middle school newspaper has been 
published for many years and is known as The Bea-
con.  Its main purpose is to bring the students up to 
date on events going on in school and is a learning tool 
for students who are selected to work on its staff.  The 
advisor chooses the staff from students who apply for 
consideration.  Intercom announcements in September 
will advise students when and how to apply.

The CubÐÐNear the close of every school year, a 
picture report of the activities of the year is published 
in a book called The Cub.  An effort is made to include 
all groups of the school, providing the students with a 
Þne memory book of their years in middle school.  The 
Cub staff is composed of students selected by the advisor 
and the editor.  Announcements advise how and when 
to apply to be part of The Cub staff for consideration.  
Students may purchase The Cub by subscription in the 
fall before publication.  Since publication is limited, it is 
strongly recommended that students order their copy as 
early as possible after subscriptions are opened.

Junior ThespiansÐÐAll students are encouraged to 
participate in drama club which studies the components 
of drama and produces a fall and spring production for 
our students.

MathcountsÐÐMathcounts is the Math Club at BMS.  
Mathcounts is a national organization devoted to the ad-
vancement of math education speciÞcally at the middle 
school level.  The club is open to BMS math students of 
varying interests and abilities and generally meets once 
a week or every other week after school for fun practice.  
Every March, MathcountsÕ Franklin County chapter 
holds a Saturday morning competition in which middle 
school students from all over the area compete against 
other ÒMathletesÓ, with the top teams and individuals 
advancing to the state Þnals.    

Writing TeamÐÐBoth seventh and eighth graders can 
participate in the tryouts for our writing team.  Students 
who love to write are asked to come to the organization-
al meetings.  Writing team members compete with other 
writers in Power of the Pen competitions at district, 
regional, and state levels.

Student CouncilÐÐEach homeroom elects two repre-
sentatives to student council, and ofÞcers are elected 
from the eighth grade class.  Student council organizes 
activities beneÞcial to the school and community, en-
courages school spirit, promotes democracy and coop-

eration, and keeps students informed of their activities 
throughout the year.  All students can participate in 
student council activities.

Ski ClubÐÐOpen to all students, the ski club takes trips 
on Fridays after school to a ski resort usually during 
January and February.

French Club / Le Cercle FrancaisÐÐThis club is open 
to all students in the seventh and eighth grades who 
are currently studying French.  The club meets once a 
month from September to May.  The purpose of this 
club is to promote a feeling of goodwill and under-
standing between two cultures, to increase the studentsÕ 
knowledge of customs and traditions in the French 
speaking world, to provide students with hands-on ex-
periences in cooking and crafts, and to expose students 
to the French resources available in Central Ohio.

Spelling BeeÑEach winter and spring, students will be 
invited to participate in our Spelling Bee.  Each lan-
guage arts class will select a champion, and each class 
champion may participate in the school Spelling Bee. 

Geography BeeÑEach year, students will hear an-
nouncements inviting their participation in the Geogra-
phy Bee.  In concert with National Geographic, students 
in social studies classes will answer questions to deter-
mine class champion and then a school champion.

The Harvest FestivalÑStudents and staff organize a 
series of activities designed to raise funds and food to 
be donated to Charity Newsies at Thanksgiving.  Ac-
tivities such as an auction, recycling, sales, and a staff/
student game add funds to a canned food drive.  Bexley 
Middle School has a history of being the leading school 
contributor.  It is a part of our caring for others initiative.

Community & Service LearningÐÐIs a key compo-
nent of the seventh and eighth grade advisory program.  
All students are expected to participate in the program.  
If parents have questions and/or concerns regarding this 
program, please contact your studentÕs team leader.  The 
Community & Service Days Objectives are:

¥ To increase student awareness of volunteerism
¥ To increase the number of students involved in 
 community and civic projects
¥ To link volunteering as a BMS student to a  

  life-long commitment
¥ To integrate into the curriculum service goals and 
 learning goals
¥ To increase studentÕs level of self esteem, basic 
 academic skills, and their ability to engage in  

  critical thinking
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Fall Sports (August–October)

Football (boys & girls) Cross Country 
Golf (boys & girls)  (boys & girls)
Volleyball (girls)  Cheerleading 
Tennis (girls)   (boys & girls)
      Field Hockey (girls)

Winter Sports (October–February)

Wrestling (boys & girls) Basketball  
Cheerleading (girls)  (boys & girls)

Spring Sports  (MarchÐMay)

Softball (girls)  Baseball (boys)
Track & Field (boys & girls) Tennis (boys)

Middle School Sports Awards Night

Following each athletic season, teams and athletes 
will be recognized for their participation in our athletic 
program in an evening ceremony.  

¥ A letter from the middle school principalÕs ofÞce  
  will be sent to each coach inviting students  
  involved in the seasonÕs sport and their families 
  to the awards night.

ATHLETIC SPORTSMANSHIP
Sportsmanship displayed by our team members and 

fans is the barometer we are judged by much more so 
than our teamÕs win or loss record.  We, the members of 
the staff and administration of Bexley Middle School, 
place a high premium upon good sportsmanship and 
want to treat our opponents with all due respect.  Un-
sportsmanlike behavior will not be tolerated.  Rules 
include:

1. The team will show respect for school ofÞcials, 
 coaches, and game ofÞcials.
2. The team will show respect to spectators.
3. The team will show respect for all facilities. 
4. Cheers that are derogatory toward another school 
 or an individual are to be avoided.
5. Booing should not exist. Cheerleaders are encour-

aged to suppress the booing.
6. Vulgar cheers will not be tolerated.  Violators will 

be identiÞed and removed from the playing area.

Academic Enrichment Courses-Students Interested in 
Participating in Mini-Enrichment Courses during SGI 
Periods:

On a voluntary basis, students will have the opportu-
nity to participate in the following enrichment courses:

The Future City Competition using SimCity 3000 
   Unlimited
Writing and Literature Circles
Problem Solving Strategies
Art and Photography Independent Studies
Social Justice Issues
Poetry Jam
Power of the Pen
History Day

Other ActivitiesÑMany activities are announced each 
week directly to students on homeroom broadcasts.

ATHLETIC PROGRAM
Bexley Middle School offers sixteen interscholastic 

athletic teams that provide interscholastic competi-
tion for both boys and girls.  Boys may participate in 
football, cross-country, basketball, wrestling, baseball, 
golf, tennis and track.  Girls may participate in volley-
ball, cross-country, basketball, track, softball, tennis, 
Þeld hockey and cheerleading. Bexley competes with 
other area schools. All sports are open to all seventh and 
eighth graders.

In order to try out for a team, a student must have a 
physical. Absence from school on any day of a competi-
tion (or any part of the day) will result in the student not 
being allowed to compete in after-school competitions.

The philosophy of middle school sports in Bexley 
is to allow as many students as possible to participate 
while being competitive in our schedule. While we have 
an excellent turnout of students desiring to participate, 
all students are encouraged to see the coaches for more 
information and to support our school teams.

7th Grade Spring grades determine their 8th grade 
fall eligibility.

Bexley Middle School is a member of the 
Mid-State League.

Ohio Division  

Bexley  Columbus Academy
Granville  Licking Valley
Health  Newark Catholic
Lakewood  Whitehall
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ATHLETIC AND ACTIVITY ELIGIBILITY
The Bexley Board of Education encourages student 

participation in athletics and other extracurricular activi-
ties as part of a well-rounded educational program.  To 
emphasize scholarship as the Þrst pursuit of all students, 
eligibility for participation in athletics and extracurricular 
activities will be contingent upon academic performance.

To be academically eligible for participation in athlet-
ics, students must meet the following standards:

 A. In the case of athletes, they must meet all  
 requirements of the Ohio High School Athletic  
 Association: (passing 75% of their graded  
 courses);

 B. They must have received no failing grades  
 (F) in any course during the grading period im- 
 mediately previous to the grading period of  
 participation;

 C. Exceptions to these standards may be made  
 upon appeal to the principal. The principal will  
 have the authority to waive Bexley standards  
 in order to allow participation. Factors to be  
 considered in the appeal are:

  
  1.   Illness and accident
  2.   Appropriateness of service to the student 
   because of ability level; and
  3. Other factors that the principal deems  

  important.
Examples of Determing Ohio High School Athletic As-
sociation Student Eligibility - Grades 7–8

Passing grades must have been received in 75 percent 
of subjects in which enrolled in the immediately pre-
ceding grading period.  All courses in which a student 
receives a grade count toward the 75 percent eligibility 
requirement.

Example 1: 1st Nine-Week Grading Period

Subject  Grade
Language Arts F
Math   B 
Social Studies A
Technology  B
Physical Education B
Science  C
Music  C
Spanish  B
Credits Passed 7 of 8 classes – 87.5 percent =
    eligible for 2nd grading period.

Example 2: 3rd Nine-Week Grading Period

Subject  Grade
Language Arts F
Math   D 
Social Studies F
Technology  C
Music  B
Spanish  B
Science  B
Credits Passed 5 of 7 classes – 70.4 percent =
    ineligible for 4th grading period.

ATHLETIC INFORMATION HOTLINE
The Athletic Department information hotline is avail-

able to provide information about scheduled events.  
Please, call 237-4309 ext. 4890 after 2:00 P.M. each day 
for the most current information, last minute changes, or 
special instructions for all athletic events.  Also, be sure 
to check out the latest athletic information on the web at 
www.bexleylions.com

CANCELLATION OF ACTIVITIES
Sometimes due to weather conditions athletic con-

tests, etc. may need to be cancelled. Please be aware 
that coaches generally make this decision at the end 
of the school day since weather conditions change so 
frequently.  Therefore it is requested that you wait until 
2:00 P.M. to call 237-4309 ext. 4890 to inquire about 
any activities being cancelled.

Operational Information
BEXLEY CITY SCHOOLS WEBSITE

The Bexley City Schools web site contains informa-
tion regarding our schools, curriculum, special projects, 
homework, athletic schedules, etc.  It also allows staff 
and students to check and send emails from home.  The 
web site address is www.bexleyschools.org

BICYCLES
A large number of students ride bicycles to school. 

For this reason the following rules are included as a 
guide to bicycle safety.

1.  Observe safety rules when riding.
2.  Lock your bike in the bike racks located in the back 

of the building.
3.  Do not loiter in and around bike racks.
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BOOK BAG
No student is permitted to carry a “book bag” at 

BMS unless the student is preparing to store the bag in 
his/her locker upon entry into the school or if the stu-
dent is exiting the building at the conclusion of school.

CLASSROOM PARTIES
Any proposed party is to be discussed with the prin-

cipal and must be approved by him well in advance of 
the occasion.  Except in unusual circumstances, class-
room parties are not permitted in middle school.

DANCE POLICIES

1.  Closed Dance – The dance will be open to currently 
enrolled Bexley Middle School students only.

2. The hours of the dance are typically 7:30 pm to  
10:00 pm.

3. Remain in the building once you are here.  Once 
you leave you will not re-enter.

4. Students are expected to be polite and respectful.
5. No “rough-housing.”
6. Plan for your parents to pick you up at the end of 

each dance.  The ofÞce phones will not be avail-
able.

7. This is a Student Council sponsored event, to de-
fray costs an admission fee is charged.

8. Maturity and age of students may be factors parents 
want to consider in allowing participation in the 
dance.

9. Dances are chaperoned by BMS staff members.  
Parents are welcome to attend.

10. All other school rules apply while on school 
grounds.

11. Students are not permitted in the locker room area 
of the gym or the side of the gym partitioned off.

12. No refunds will be given.
13. Students may enter and exit building only through 

the front doors (Cassingham side).

ELEVATORS
The elevator is for faculty to use and may only be 

used by students in special circumstances.  Students 
must register in the main ofÞce in order to receive prior 
approval.  Students using the elevator without prior ap-
proval will be subject to disciplinary actions.

FIELD TRIPS
Some educational experiences are frequently ob-

tained only by taking the class beyond the conÞnes of 
the school building and grounds.  Whenever students 

and teachers plan a Þeld trip, parental permission slips 
are sent home with students.  In signing this slip, the 
parent gives their permission for the child to go on the 
trip and relieves the school or other parties from all li-
ability involved in the trip.  No student will be permitted 
to go on a trip unless the signed permission slip is in the 
teacher’s hand prior to departure.

HALL PASSES
Hall passes are slips of paper which students carry if 

they leave their assigned room.  Either the student or the 
teacher may complete the information on the pass, but it 
must be signed by the supervising teacher. The student’s 
name, destination, and the time must be written on the 
pass.  Some teachers use permanent wood passes for 
students to carry with them to the drinking fountain or 
to the restroom.

LOCKERS
Lockers will be assigned to students at the beginning 

of the school year.  School lockers are the property of 
and remain under the control of the Board of Education.  
Lockers are provided for students to store books, school 
supplies, and coats.  Lockers may be opened and their 
contents inspected whenever the Principal (or acting 
Principal) has reasonable suspicion that leads him/her to 
believe that unlawful or other potentially harmful items 
are contained in the locker.  Students are not to change 
lockers or locks without permission from the principal.

PROMOTIONS, SALES & COLLECTIONS
The sale of any articles or merchandise by pupils on 

the school grounds or in the building is prohibited. Also 
no pupil shall offer for sale chances or rafße tickets.  All 
collections of monies for any purpose the principal must 
approve before collection is begun.

SCHOOL VISITS
All school personnel at Bexley Middle School en-

courage parent visitation.  In case your parents wish to 
talk to a teacher, an appointment will be arranged if they 
will contact the principalÕs ofÞce.  All other visitors to 
the school must obtain a Visitor’s Pass from the princi-
pal.  With prior notiÞcation and approval, student visi-
tors will be permitted to observe one instructional block.

SCHOOL CLOSINGS
If the school is closed because of poor weather condi-

tions or an emergency, the closing will be announced 
over the following local radio stations: WBNS, WCOL, 
WMNI, and WTVN. If possible, the announcement will 
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be made on the 11:00 p.m. news the night before or 
before 6:30 a.m. on the day of school.

TEXTBOOKS
The teacher issues the textbook and the student signs 

a sheet of paper with the number of the book opposite 
the studentÕs name.  The teacher notes whether the 
book is in excellent, good, fair, or poor condition at 
the time of issuance.  At the end of the school year, the 
book must be returned in a condition not more than 
one classiÞcation lower.  If it is worse than that, a Þne 
must be paid. If a book is lost or stolen, the person who 
is assigned the book will be issued a second book and 
charged for the missing textbook. At the end of the 
school year, the person to whom they are assigned must 
pay for books, which are not found and turned in.

WATER BOTTLES
Students may use water bottles for drinking in class-

rooms.

CRITERIA FOR WASHINGTON D.C. ELIGIBILITY
The eighth grade students typically visit our nationÕs 

capital during the school year.  Students that wish to at-
tend must make themselves aware of the following trip 
guidelines:

1. You must be a Þrst year eighth grade student at 
Bexley Middle School.

2. Low grades, in themselves, are not grounds for 
denying you participation in this trip.  However, if 
these low grades are the result of not completing 
work, not paying attention, or other qualities that 
reßect a lack of responsibility or effort, an indi-
vidual decision about your ability to handle the trip 
will be made by a committee which includes the 
principal and teachers.

3. The accumulation of seven separate (7) detentions, 
two separate (2) Saturday School assignments, 
and any out-of-school suspension will result in 
an informal hearing with all contact teachers, the 
parents, and student to determine the studentÕs 
ability to handle the trip.  Another option of the 
team is to develop a behavior contract to allow 
the student one last opportunity to prove he/she is 
capable of maintaining discipline on this trip.  The 
principal reserves the right to make the Þnal deci-
sion on whether a student will be denied a trip or 
be afforded a behavior contract.  Two out-of-school 
suspensions after the trip has been announced will 
automatically eliminate studentsÕ trip privileges.  

Attendance and tardiness may be a factor in deny-
ing trip privileges at the discretion of the BMS 
principal.

4. You must be free of severe medical problems, 
which may endanger others.  Examples:

 ¥   Chronic illness which has caused excessive  
 absences from school

 ¥ Infectious illness

SCHOOL HEALTH SERVICES
A childÕs optimal health and safety are essential to 

his/her success in school.  Parents are asked to abide by 
the school health policies and rules for the protection 
of all children.  Health services are available at each 
school site but do not replace the regular medical and 
dental care provided by the childÕs physician, dentist or 
clinic.   

HEALTH SERVICES
The primary function of School Health Services is 

to promote a high level of wellness for all students and 
staff.  Each school site Health OfÞce is staffed by a full-
time Registered Nurse. 

School Health Services include, but are not limited to:

!  Health appraisalÐÐvision and hearing screenings as  
well as current health status.

!  Maintenance of accurate and complete immuni- 
zation records in compliance with the State of  
Ohio requirements. 

!  Care of injured or ill students and staff members. 

!  Prevention and control of communicable and   
nuisance diseases. 

!  Administration of medications with proper   
physician and parent authorization. 

!  Consultation with students, parents and school  
personnel regarding health related concerns.

!  Development of care plans for students with   
medical or physical problems.

!  Assist in classroom teaching of health related  
topics.

Please notify the Health OfÞce  if your child has a 
health condition such as diabetes, asthma, a seizure 
disorder or other serious illness or handicap that may 
require special attention, arrangements or adaptations.    
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HEALTH POLICIES
Ohio state law requires that all school children have 

current DTP, polio, MMR, Hep B, and varicella im-
munizations.  All incoming seventh grade students are 
required to have proof of receiving their second MMR 
shot within ten days of the start of school.  Students 
who are new to the country are required to have a TB 
skin test.  Upon entering kindergarten, each child must 
provide a written record of the State required immuniza-
tions.  Pupils transferring to the Bexley Schools at other 
grade levels are required to provide a current immuniza-
tion record within two weeks of registration.  Records 
may be transferred from the student’s former school by 
written request of the parents.

Each year the parent or guardian is required to com-
plete an Emergency Medical Authorization form.  This 
form is used to notify parents and designated others 
in case of an accident or illness that requires immedi-
ate attention. It is also used to inform Health OfÞce 
staff of the student’s current medications, allergies, or 
other health information that would be essential in an 
emergency.  Please keep this information up-to-date by 
notifying school personnel of changes in address, phone 
number, physician, dentist, clinic or medical status.

COMMUNICABLE DISEASE CONTROL
When an illness begins during the night (fever, vom-

iting, coughing, sneezing) or if the child does not feel 
well upon waking, the child should be kept at home and 
observed for 24 hours before returning to school.  Often 
these are the initial symptoms of a contagious illness, 
and it is during these initial symptoms that a child is 
most infectious.  Rest at home will beneÞt the child and 
prevent needless exposure to others.  Parents will be in-
formed if the child has been exposed to a communicable 
disease at school.  Please observe your child carefully 
during the incubation period and contact the school if 
you suspect that your child has a communicable disease.  
Children with a communicable disease are excluded 
from school as follows:

Chickenpox––excluded seven (7) days or until all  
lesions are crusted

Strep Throat/Scarlet Fever––excluded until 24 hours  
of appropriate antibiotic therapy is completed

FifthÕs Disease––excluded until the child is free of  
fever

Conjunctivitis (Pinkeye)––excluded until 24 hours of  
appropriate treatment is completed and the dis  
charge ceases

Impetigo––excluded until 24 hours of appropriate  
treatment is completed and the sores begin to heal

Head Lice––may be excluded until treated and the  
nits have been removed

Ringworm (Scalp and Skin)––excluded until 24  
hours of appropriate treatment is completed

Measles (Rubeola)ÐÐexcluded at least Þve (5) days  
after the rash appears 

Mumps––excluded for nine (9) days after the onset  
of swelling

Pertussis (Whooping Cough)––excluded until 5 days  
of appropriate antibiotic therapy is completed.
     
ILLNESS OR INJURY AT SCHOOL

Health care attention will be provided by Health 
OfÞce personnel when a child becomes ill or injured 
at school. Parents will be notiÞed of serious illness or 
injury.  If notiÞcation of the parents is not possible, the 
persons listed on the Emergency Medical Authoriza-
tion form will be contacted.  A child is sent home only 
with parents or with persons authorized by parents.  If 
emergency treatment is required, procedures will be 
followed in accordance with the Emergency Medical 
Authorization. 

MEDICATIONS AT SCHOOL
Medications will be administered at school only if it 

is essential that the medication be given during school 
hours.  In accordance with the Bexley School’s Medica-
tion Policy, a completed physician and parent autho-
rized Medication Form along with the properly labeled 
medicine are required before school personnel can give 
any medication.  Questions regarding medication should 
be directed to the Health OfÞce.

Student Records
(Bexley City School District Policy JO-R)

Each parent and eligible student shall receive an an-
nual notice distributed at the beginning of each school 
year identifying their rights under the District Student 
Education Records Disclosure Policy.  This notice reads 
as follows:

Pursuant to the Family Educational Rights and 
Privacy Act (FERPA), Bexley City School District is 
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providing this notiÞcation of the rights of parents of 
students and eligible students to:

1.  inspect and review the student’s educational re-
cords;

2.  request the amendment of the student’s education 
records which are believed to be inaccurate, mis-
leading or in violation of the students rights (this 
includes the right to a hearing to present evidence 
that the record should be changed if the parent’s or 
eligible student’s request is denied);

3.  require written consent before personally identiÞ-
able information is disclosed to anyone other than 
authorized ofÞcials, except as provided in State 
or Federal law or used for any purpose other than 
making educational decisions;

4.  Þle a complaint with the Department of Education 
if the District fails to comply with requirements of 
FERPA and

5.  receive, upon request, a copy of the District’s Stu-
dent Education Records Disclosure Policy.

The parent or eligible student must submit to the 
studentÕs principal a written request which identiÞes 
as precisely as possible the record(s) to be inspected.  
The request must be limited to records upon which 
educational decisions are made.  For more information 
regarding Student Records please contact your child’s 
principal or seek Bexley City 

SECTION 504 REHABILITATION ACT
Section 504 of the Rehabilitation Act of 1973 is a 

civil rights statute which provides that “No otherwise 
qualiÞed individual with disabilities in the United States 
shall, solely by reason of his/her disability, be excluded 
from participation in, be denied the beneÞts of, or be 
subjected to discrimination under any program or activ-
ity receiving federal assistance.”

“Disabled person” means any person who has a 
physical or mental impairment tht substantially limits 
one or more major life activities, has a record of such 
an impairment, or is regarded as having such an impair-
ment.  Major life activities include caring for one’s self, 
performing manual tasks, walking, seeing, hearing, 
speaking, breathing, learning, or working. 

For further information about Section 504, please 
contact the district’s Section 504 Coordinator, Dr. Anne 
Hyland, Director of Curriculum & Instruction,  ph. 
(614) 231-7611 at Bexley City School District, 348 S. 
Cassingham Rd. Bexley, Ohio  43209.  

Attendance Procedures

Absence from School
While students are urged to be regular in attendance 

at school, personal illness does make absence necessary. 
In case of absence, there are four steps, which should be 
taken, as follows:

1.  Parents should contact the school before 8:15 a.m., 
on the day of absence. Parents must call 237-4435, 
prompt #7 then #6, and leave a message on voice 
mail. If not contacted by parents, the ofÞce person-
nel will try to contact the parents of absent students.

2.  Upon returning to school from an absence, a note 
signed by the parent indicating the cause of absence 
must be presented to the ofÞce before reporting to 
class. (Students failing to provide written excuses 
within 2 days will be considered unexcused.)

3.  The student should contact each of his/her teachers 
upon return from an illness to arrange make up of 
any work missed while absent. This is the student’s 
responsibility.

4.  The student should make every effort while absent 
to keep work up to date as much as possible. This is 
particularly important if the student is absent more 
than two days. On the second day of the absence, 
you may call the ofÞce and make arrangements to 
pick up assignments. When assignments are sent 
home, students are expected to complete them and 
turn them in upon their return to school.

Parents need to be aware that an absence from school 
is equivalent to missing two class periods since we 
operate on an Alternating Block Schedule.

A student who is absent any part of a day because 
of illness, will not be allowed to participate in after 
school activities on that day. (Exceptions may be 
made for emergencies, and appointments if made in 
advance.)

Parents will be notiÞed of excessive absence via 
a letter. All doctors’ excused absences will not count 
toward these excessive absence criteria.

Leaving School Early for a Medical Appointment
Students who need to leave school early for a 

medical appointment must submit a note to the 
attendance secretary before 8:00 a.m.  They are ex-
pected to return from the medical appointment with 
an excuse from the doctorÕs ofÞce, in order to excuse 
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the absence. All other early dismissals from school 
should be approved through the Planned Absence 
procedure.

Attendance At Religious Services
Students desiring to attend religious services during 

school hours must have a note from their parents on Þle 
in the ofÞce the day preceding the service.

Excessive Absences from School
Parents may excuse their student from school Þf-

teen (15) times per year. We pre-excuse absences due 
to funerals and due not count medical absences (with 
a medical excuse) against the Þfteen (15) days granted 
for absences excused by the parent. Once a student 
has missed Þfteen (15) days of school with a parent 
excuse, each additional day missed will be considered 
unexcused. If a student receives Þve (5) consecutive 
unexcused absences, ten (10) unexcused absences in 
a month, or Þfteen (15) unexcused in a year, truancy 
charges will be Þled with the county attendance ofÞcer. 
Parents will receive notiÞcation by mail when their 
student is nearing Þfteen (15) days of absence.

Tardiness
Students who are not in their class at the 7:50 a.m. 

bell are considered tardy to school. Students are al-
lowed to arrive late to a class Þve times per grading 
period without penalty. The sixth through tenth occur-
rences will result in after school detention. The 11th and 
12th occurrences will result in a two hour detention or 
Saturday School assignment.  Parents will be notiÞed of 
excessive tardiness via a letter on the sixth and eleventh 
occurrence as well as each detention or Saturday School 
assignment thereafter. The thirteenth tardy in one 
quarter and every occurrence thereafter, will result in an 
in-school suspension. 

Students typically will have three to four minutes to 
move from one class block to another. Between class 
tardiness is totally unnecessary unless a teacher delays a 
student. In this event, the student should ask that teacher 
to give him/her a pass or note to present the next class-
room teacher. The classroom teacher assigns penalties 
for unexcused class tardiness.

Students who arrive 15 minutes late to a 42 minute 
class period, or 30 minutes late to a 84 minute class 
period, will be considered absent from that class.

Excused Tardies
An excused tardy is granted when students have 

medical appointments. All physicianÕs ofÞces provide 

forms for excusing students for medical appointments. 
An excused tardy for medical appointments will be 
issued only if the student brings the signed physicianÕs 
form to the Middle School ofÞce upon returning to 
school.  If the student does not have this form, he/she 
will be counted tardy and detentions will be assigned if 
warranted. 

Make Up Work Policy for Students Serving an Out 
of School Suspension

Students are expected to complete all work missed 
due to an out of school suspension upon their return to 
school. Grades earned on this work will not be penal-
ized. Students assigned an out of school suspension will 
have 2% of their Þnal grade average deducted for each 
day served. This is not to exceed 10%.

Generally, unless homework has been requested, a 
student who has been absent has the same number of 
days that she/he was absent to complete make-up work, 
including tests. If a student is absent the day that an 
extended project/assignment is due and the student has 
been assigned this more than two weeks in advance, the 
project must be turned in on the announced due date

Because students that miss a day/class will typically 
not see that teacher again for two days in the Alternating 
Block Schedule we implement at B.M.S., students must 
report to all teachers of the classes that were missed to 
obtain missed work and/or to turn in assignments that 
were due on the date(s) of absence on the Þrst day the 
student returns to school, and NOT wait until they see 
that teacher again on the Alternating Block Schedule 
rotation.

Family Vacations

1.  A parent shall send a note to school at least three 
(3) days prior to the Þrst day of absence. The note 
should state the reason for the absence.

2.  Before school begins, the attendance secretary or 
the principal will sign the note and give the student 
an academic make-up form.

3.  During the day, the student will take the academic 
make-up form to all of his/her teachers.

4.  In the event steps 1-3, as outlined above, are not 
followed, the absence will be unexcused and the 
opportunity to make up work may be denied.

5.  All assignments must be completed before the stu-
dent is absent from school or upon the day that he/
she returns.

When students are absent from school, they miss 
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the classroom instruction which is so essential to the 
understanding of concepts and subject matter. We do 
not believe that making up an assignment constitutes 
the same quality of learning that occurs when a student 
attends school. Teachers will not assume responsibil-
ity for material missed while the student is absent from 
school. This is not to say that our teachers will not help 
students who are absent, but they cannot guarantee the 
same quality of instruction.

Take Your Son/Daughter to Work Day

Take Your Son/Daughter to Work Day is not encour-
aged by BMS and is considered an absence from school 
unless the following criteria are met:
1.  Parents submit written notiÞcation to the principal 

stating the location of the shadowing experience at 
least three school days prior to the event.

2.  Students must retain from the ofÞce a packet that 
must be completed during the observation and 
returned to the ofÞce the Þrst day he/she returns to 
school.

It is the studentsÕ responsibility to secure assignments 
or other study materials from teachers before their in-
tended absence.  Students, upon their return, will turn in 
all missed work and the shadowing packet.

School Rules

1.  Every student has the right to learn in an atmo-
sphere of mutual respect and cooperation.  There-
fore, no student will be permitted to disrupt any 
class and thereby infringe upon the rights of 
students to learn.  Students must obey the directions 
of school staff and may not act in a disrespectful 
manner.  Students must learn to accept the conse-
quences of their decisions and behavior.

2.  Every student has the right to feel secure, safe, 
and free from threat and intimidation.  Therefore, 
intimidating behavior, harassment, Þghting, and 
inappropriate language including profanity are pro-
hibited.

3.  Every student is expected to respect personal as 
well as school property.  Therefore, students may 
not litter, disÞgure, write on, or otherwise damage 
public or private property.

4.  Every student is expected to have respect for him 
or herself. Therefore, students may not possess or 
smoke cigarettes, possess or consume unprescribed 

drugs or alcohol.
5.  We are preparing ourselves to live in a multicul-

tural, democratic society.  Therefore, students are 
expected to respect cultural differences.  Therefore, 
racial slurs and inappropriate language or gestures 
are prohibited.  

6.  Good grooming and appropriate dress are condu-
cive to learning.  Therefore, students may not wear 
any clothing which tends to disrupt the educational 
process or which may be deemed unsafe, or offen-
sive.

7.  The grounds, cafeteria, halls, lockers, restrooms, 
and buses are integral parts of the school. There-
fore, students are expected to conduct themselves 
in a responsible way in each of these areas. This 
means that the same rules apply outside as inside, 
that good manners are expected in the cafeteria, that 
the halls are free of noise that disturbs other classes, 
that restrooms are used for their intended purpose, 
that lockers are kept orderly, and bus rules are 
followed to provide for the safety of all.  At noon, 
food is not to be taken out of the cafeteria.

8.  Students are prohibited from bringing electronic 
games and music devices to the classroom.  These 
items may only be used by students before school, 
during lunch, and after school.  Students are per-
mitted to carry cell phones but they must remain 
off during the school day and at no time should 
they be used to take pictures during the school 
day.  Parents needing to contact their students 
during the school day should call the ofÞce at 
237-4277.  Please, do not call your studentÕs cell 
phone during the school day.

9.  Honesty is an imperative ingredient to group living. 
Therefore, students are expected to be honest in 
their dealings with other students and staff and will 
not cheat or steal.

10. The Bexley Board of Education has adopted rules 
and regulations regarding student responsibilities. 
Therefore, students will observe the rules and regu-
lations as outlined in the Student Code of Conduct.

11. Energy drinks may not be consumed on school 
property. Chewing gum on campus is prohibited in 
the computer lab or library.  Teachers will decide if 
gum chewing is permissible in his/her classroom. 

Parents are encouraged to review the complete Bex-
ley Schools Student Code of Conduct.  This brochure 
speciÞcally details misconduct and procedures which, 
may result in suspension and expulsion.  A copy is 
available in the middle school ofÞce.
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SPECIFIC SCHOOL PROCEDURES

Before School
1.  Normally, students are not permitted in the middle 

school hallway before 7:30 a.m. unless they made 
arrangements to see a teacher in his/her classroom 
or are organizing their locker.

2.  Students may enter beginning at 7:20 a.m.  and then 
report to the cafeteria and be seated.

Lunch
1.  Students are expected to eat at school unless they 

are registered to go home for lunch.  (See Lunch 
Policy below.)  Permission to leave school grounds 
during lunch is a privilege.  Parents/Students must 
accept the responsibility for returning to school on 
time.  Inappropriate behavior away from school 
may result in a studentÕs loss of open lunch privi-
leges, and when such conduct violates school rules, 
appropriate action will be taken by school ofÞcials.

2.  Students wishing to use the restroom must use the 
restrooms nearest the gym.

3.  Students must decide if they want to go to the athlet-
ic Þeld or to the gym to participate in or observe in-
tramurals. When the weather conditions dictate that 
we remain inside, the auditorium will be opened 
an a movie will be shown. Library use is available 
with previous arrangement. No food or drink should 
be taken from the cafeteria into the gym, library, or 
recess area.  Students may not be in the elementary 
or high school areas during their school day.

4.  Students are not permitted to return to the class-
rooms unless previous arrangements have been 
made. (They may get their coats or put things in 
their lockers). Students are to use the cafeteriaÕs 
south hallway to exit the cafeteria and enter the 
gym or report to outside recess.  Students are not 
permitted to be anywhere else without permission.

5.  All students will be given a minimum of thirty 
minutes to eat lunch.  An additional thirty minutes 
are supplied for academic intervention, discipline, 
intramurals, and recess.    

Lunch Policy
Permission to leave school grounds during lunch is 

a privilege. We close our lunch period for all students 
except those with written permission from their parents.  
Parents that wish their child to leave our campus daily 
may request such by Þlling out a form which will be 
available at the beginning of school.  All others must 
have written permission for each instance.  Students that 

have SUBMITTED written permission to the ofÞce and 
are expected to return on time at the end of the lunch 
period.  Students that have met the requirements to 
leave the campus for lunch have no restrictions placed 
on them of where to eat. Students must reenter the 
building through the main entrance doors.  

Playground
1. Students may not report to outside recess until adult 

supervision has arrived at 11:20 AM.
2. All school rules apply to playground area.
3. Equipment is to be utilized for intended purposes.
4. Avoid equipment that belongs to athletic teams/pro-

grams.
5. Food, gum and drink are not allowed on the football 

Þeld.
6. Fighting, bullying and improper language is not 

permitted.
7. Throwing snowballs is not permitted. 
8. Never interrupt elementary school classes and/or 

use the elementary playground equipment.
9. Students must report to the gym in the event of rain 

or when the temperature falls below 20û F.

Cafeteria
Students are not to run, shout, push, throw food or 

leave messy tables.  Students should line up in orderly 
fashion; no cutting in line or saving spaces for students 
is permitted.  Students are to be seated while eating, 
not standing around and talking, or hovering around the 
trash cans near the exit.  Students are to eat their entire 
lunch in the cafeteria. No food may leave the cafeteria.    

Activity Period
On most days the thirty-minute student lunch is 

followed by the Activity Period.  This time is used for 
club meetings, recess, intramurals, and for those that 
have the privilege of leaving our campus for lunch, an 
extended time for lunch.  During this time we conduct 
Academic Support.  Each day teachers from each disci-
pline are assigned to be available to assist students that 
voluntarily or involuntarily need academic assistance.  
If a student is required to attend by one of his/her 
teachers it is important that the student attends.  Leav-
ing campus for lunch or intramural/club participation 
does not excuse attendance from a required Academic 
Support.  Students truant from Academic Support will 
be assigned a disciplinary action which may include an 
In School Suspension or a Saturday School assignment.
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Detentions

1. Students must report to the designated room by the 
designated time.

2. Students may not talk or study together.
3. Students must report to detention with schoolwork 

to do or a book to read.
4. Students who are unruly may be given extra min-

utes to serve, assigned additional detentions, or 
may be dismissed from the detention and referred 
to the ofÞce for disciplinary actions.

5. There should be a pink slip for every student pres-
ent. Teachers will mark these slips accordingly and 
return them to the principal at the end of every day.

6. Failure to serve these detentions may result in a 
Saturday School or a school suspension.

In School Suspension and Saturday School
Students may be assigned an In School Suspension 

instead of being suspended out-of-school depending 
upon the severity of the offense.

The purpose of an In School Suspension is to enable 
students who would otherwise be suspended to remain 
at school and at the same time, provide them with an 
opportunity to improve their academic standing.  We 
are fortunate to have In School Suspension as an alter-
native to suspension from school.  It allows students 
to continue their education without interruption while 
affording extra time to improve studies.  Hopefully, In 
School Suspension will be a learning experience from 
which a change in behavior will occur.  It is important 
to remember however; this option will only be made 
on a limited basis for each offense.  Continuation of the 
same offense will result in an out-of school suspension 
and not an In School Suspension.

Failure to attend an In School Suspension on the 
date assigned due to an absence will result in the 
suspension being served upon the student’s arrival to 
school. 

NOTE:  The Council of the City of Bexley has 
passed Ordinance #14-06 which states:  “No minor 
child under the age of 18 years, who has been expelled 
or suspended from school, shall loiter, idle, wander 
stray or play upon the public streets or other public 
places or upon private property where the minor is be-
ing cared for and with the permission of the parent or 
guardian of such minor, during the period of a school 
day, unless accompanied by the minor’s parent, guard-
ian or other adult person having the care and custody 
of the minor, or unless such minor is on an emergency 

errand or legitimate business at the direction of the par-
ent, guardian or other adult person having the care and 
custody of the minor.”

BEXLEY MIDDLE SCHOOL’S DRESS CODE
Rationale for Policy:
Dress guidelines are necessary to promote a disci-
plined, orderly, healthy and safe environment, and, 
especially, one conducive to teaching and learning.  
General, regularly reviewed, and enforced guidelines 
help to perpetuate a proper school atmosphere amidst 
changing trends and tastes in clothing and appearance.  
The objectives for devising such code spring from our 
core mission of promoting the health, education, and 
welfare of our students.  Any clothing or garb that im-
pedes the pursuit of these objectives is not allowed at 

Guideline

Bare midriffs, tank tops, 
spaghetti straps, muscle 
shirts and transparent shirts 
or blouses are not permitted.  
Undergarments should not 
be visible at any time.  

From underarm to upper-
thigh, all skin and undergar-
ments should be unexposed 
and not revealed.  

No article of clothing may 
be worn which displays 
the ads or promotions 
for alcoholic beverages, 
tobacco, or any other drug, 
or which advocates violence 
or discriminates against any 
institution, individual, racial, 
ethnic, or cultural group, or 
displays sexual innuendoes.   
Any apparel, which contains 
gang-related colors, fads, 
symbols, or paraphernalia, 
will not be permitted.

Clothing and accessories 
must not create unusual 
safety or health hazards 
(hats/bandannas/scarves) to 
the wearer or to others.

Rationale for the 
regulation

Excessive exposure 
of the body and/or 
undergarments causes 
distractions from 
teaching and learning

The promotion of 
illicit drugs, alcohol, 
prejudice, violence, 
or sexual behavior 
compromises the 
necessary climate for 
teaching and learning.

The presence of 
potentially harmful 
clothes or accessories, 
or those that pose as 
potential health risks, 
on school grounds 
jeopardizes the safety 
of students.

Related 
School 
Objective

Student 
education

Student 
physical 
and affective 
health

Student
safety

Guidelines and Related Rationale
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BMS.   As such, the following guidelines exist:

Hats/Head coverings are not to be worn in school 
unless pursuant to medical direction or for religious 
purposes.  Sweat suits & nurses scrubs.  Final decision 
regarding standards of appearance shall rest with the 
building principal.

APPLICABILITY OF DISTRICT STUDENT CODE 
OF CONDUCT

This student code will be applicable to any conduct 
which occurs on school grounds, during and immedi-
ately before or after school hours; on school grounds at 
any other time when the school or the school grounds 
are being used by a school-related group; off school 
grounds at a school sponsored activity; on a school bus 
or conveyance; or at any other time when the student is 
subject to the authority of the school.  Compliance with 
these standards of conduct is mandatory.  A copy of this 
Code of Conduct is provided to all students and their 
parents.  It is also available in the middle school ofÞce.

MISUSE OF INFORMATION AND 
EQUIPMENT

Cheating Policy
Students at Bexley Middle School are expected to 

be honest in every phase of their academic and extra-
curricular work. Anyone found cheating in any testing 
situation receives an automatic score of Ò0Ó on that 
test or assignment, and will receive a Saturday School 
for the Þrst offense.  A second offense may result in a 
failing grade for the year as well as a suspension from 
school.

Computer Use
School computers must be used in a manner consis-

tent with copyright laws and computer ethics. There-
fore, unauthorized copying or tampering and misuse of 
computers are a matter for disciplinary action.  Forbid-
den use of computers include:

1. Offensive messages and pictures. 
2. Obscene language. 
3. Harassing, insulting or attacking others. 
4.   Damaging computers, computer systems or com-

puter networks. 
5. Violating copyright laws. 
6. Using anotherÕs password. 
7. Trespassing in anotherÕs folders, work or Þles. 

8. Intentionally wasting limited resources.
9.  Downloading games or inappropriate material.

Some incidents of cheating or computer hacking, and 
repeat incidents, may result in suspension from school.

INTERNET ACCESS Ð ACCEPTABLE USE 
The Bexley City School District is pleased to offer 

its students access to digital resources.  The use of digi-
tal resources will help propel our schools through the 
information age by allowing students and staff to ac-
cess and use resources from distant servers, communi-
cate and collaborate with other individuals and groups 
around the world, develop and exchange ideas locally 
and globally, and provide a large multi-layered resource 
base. The use and exploration of digital resources by all 
students is an important skill that Bexley students will 
need to become productive global citizens and leaders.

 The District will use an internal security system, 
will use content Þltering procedures, and will prudently 
monitor system use as would be appropriate for an 
educational setting.  However, students may still Þnd 
digital resources that have not been reviewed by staff 
that may contain inappropriate content, or may be 
designed to sell goods or services.  This content may be 
illegal, defamatory, inaccurate or offensive. In addition, 
it is possible to purchase certain goods and services that 
could result in unwanted Þnancial obligations for which 
a studentÕs parents or guardian would be liable.  Parents 
and students should be aware of these possibilities.

The above notwithstanding, the District believes that 
the beneÞts to students of access to digital resources 
exceed any potential disadvantages.  Ultimately, how-
ever, parents and guardians of minors are responsible 
for setting and conveying standards that their children 
should follow when using digital resources.



2

Bexley
CITY SCHOOL DISTRICT

348 S. Cassingham Road
Bexley, Ohio 43209
(614) 231-7611

07/09/750

BEXLEY MIDDLE SCHOOL MISSION STATEMENT

Dedicated to educating 

the middle level child 

for academic excellence, 

developing informed, 

responsible, respectful, 

and productive citizens.


